National survey on laparoscopic cholecystectomy in Spain. Results of a multiinstitutional study conducted by the Committee for Endoscopic Surgery (Associación Española de Cirujanos).
We present a joint study conducted by the Committee for Endoscopic Surgery in Spain. Sixty-nine surgeons reported 2,342 laparoscopic cholecystectomies (LCs) performed until November 1992. The conversion rate was 5.1%. The overall morbidity was 7.1%. The biliary morbidity was 0.45%: Seven severe bile duct injuries were recognized at laparoscopy (0.28%) and four lesions were postoperatively diagnosed (0.16%). Bile leak unrelated to bile duct lesion occurred in 14 patients (0.7%), leading to five reoperations. The mortality was 0.12% and was unrelated to the laparoscopic approach in two cases. The risk factors for biliary complications were obesity, previous history of jaundice, and previous hospital admissions. Surgeon experience was defined by 50 LCs performed and the overall complication rate presented a statistically significant relation to surgeon experience (P < 0.001).